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Article 7

BOOK REVIEW

Riq NiNE
by WilliAM RiNTOul

Bill Haney, Executive Vice-President
Thomas, OK
661-3515
Come by our new location, 301 W. Broadway.
We now have two te lle r lanes and a n ig h t
depository. We can meet all your banking needs.
We offer checking and savings accounts and our
loan officers can help you with com m ercial loans,
installm ent loans, personal loans, and agriculture
loans.
With our excellent staff and com puterized, in
house processing we can meet all your banking
needs sim ply and efficiently. We are members
FDIC and have been in operation since 1904.

In January we will be offering,
for the first time, IRA.

| n RIG NINE, William Rintoul presents
a collection of character sketches con
cerning drillers, roughnecks, and rousta
bouts who struggle to survive the harsh
milieu in which they live and work.
As Mr. Rintoul pulls the heart strings of
his readers, it matters little whether
these men live in the environment of
crude wooden structures or towering
steel skyscrapers. Regardless of the type
of derricks, this world of grime, grease,
and grueling hard work basically remains
unchanged. Regardless of the era of dril
ling for oil, these men are far away from
their homes and loved ones.
They are company men, hired to do
dangerous jobs to the best of their abili
ties. Homesickness is a common malady,
and the monotony of daily work tours
progresses from long days into longer
months. Only in their dreams and aspira
tions can these toughened men find
solace. Each hopes someday to have a bet
ter life for himself and his family.
Each man feels certain that he will not
always follow the drilling rigs from off
shore Louisiana to the perma frost re
gions of Alaska. He vows he will quit the
job when the present hole is finished and
find work closer to home. Yet the lure of
good wages compels him to go with the
company to the next location. He cannot
break the chain that binds him. In spite of
his wishes, he will continue working in oil
fields until his health is broken or he
retires.
An oilfield worker finds life bearable by
receiving self-satisfaction in accomplish
ing the seemingly impossible, the unex
pected glimmerings of beauty when he
least expects it, and the good will and
humor of his fellow workers.
RIG NINE by William Rintoul is avail
able from Seven Buffaloes Press, Box 249,
Big Timber, Montana 59011. 1983. $5.60
postpaid.

Donita L. Shields
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